A Preparatory Exercise for GEIS VectorMap Workshop Participants


In preparation for the workshop, we hope you will find the time to take a brief tour of VectorMap.  The aim of the exercise is to introduce you to VectorMap – a home for collection points and models. More specifically, it is to

· Demonstrate VectorMap’s basic functionality 
Go to http://vectormap.org/ .  VectorMap is the umbrella for various map services for collection records for a variety of vectors. 
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Click on the MosquitoMap tab at the top of the page or type in http://www.mosquitomap.org/.  

· Investigate the tabs at the top of the page, e.g., Dataset History, Metadata, and Contribute Data. 
· Open the Data Portal.  You will find two versions of the viewer – click the new Silverlight viewer link via the lower orange box (you may need to install Silverlight if it is not already on your computer).  When viewer is loaded it will look like this:
[image: ]


While you are there, explore the following:

*   Click on the red dots. These are collection points. When you click on one, it shows the data. 
*  Explore the Map Layers tab (blue tab at the top of the left panel), Vector Theme, Distribution model, and Disease Model.  Note the Transparency slider. 
*  Explore the Search mosquitoes tab (top blue tab on the left panel). 
*  Note the Basemaps, Map tools, and Bookmarks tab (on top of the screen)
*  Note the mouse tracks location (see the lat/long change in the bottom right)
*  Zoom and pan (e.g., either use the zoom control or SHIFT+ while holding the left hand mouse button down move the mouse to trace a line between opposite corners of an imaginary square – it will immediately zoom to the area so defined)
* Try the FILTER POINTS by 
Clicking on a point and exploring the pop-up result panel
Doing a TEXT-based search (note the Export results to Excel and Google Earth options)
Exploring points SPATIALLY with Map Tools>Identify>Polygon (single click to establish vertices and double click to finalize polygon shape)
· Demonstrate the use of VectorMap for investigating the possible connection between disease and vector distribution, for assisting vector control efforts, or for selecting the right vector identification method.
To see how the predicted distribution of Aedes aegypti (the vector) varies with the suitable habitat for Yellow Fever (try all or a selection of the following steps): 

*  Click on the Aedes aegypti distribution model (Distribution Model>Global)
*  Click on the Yellow Fever model (Disease Model>Arbovirus>Yellow Fever Virus>YF_Model) (note: make sure that intervening boxes are checked)
*  Zoom to an area of interest in Belize (vary the transparency of each layer to explore potential relationships)
*  Click on the Human density layer to explore the relationship with potential cases (vary the transparency)
*  Search for Aedes aegypti collection points (make sure to clear the results of previous search – if all else fails, click the refresh button!). 
*  Download an Excel sheet with these results from the upper left of the screen under Tools>Export to Excel
*  If you have time, find out what Anopheles species were found in the vicinity, and the suitable habitat for malaria. First go to Search>Genus>Anopheles, then select Search. Under Tools>Identify select a buffer or draw a custom shape around the area of interest. This will show the Anopheles species. 
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